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Transnational educational partnerships, 
Joint long-term strategies, Interuniversity 
campuses (across borders), Mobility and 

cross-border cooperation

Joint education provisions and research 
output, pooling of resources, joint quality 

assurance, employability, European 
identity, national level reforms, civic 

engagement, student-centred learning, 
inclusion in HE, equality and diversity, 
multilingualism, lifelong learning etc.

Competitiveness, innovation, 
transformation of higher education, 

employability of graduates, reinforced 
contribution of HE to society and economy



Key strategic missions 
of European University 

Alliances





➔ 64 European University Alliances

➔ over 570 HEIs from 35 countries (EU + 

Erasmus countries)

➔ 2,200 associated partners

➔ 50% of the EU student population

➔ Budget from Erasmus+ programme: 

€1.4Bn, 5 funding calls (2019 - 2024)

➔ Among the universities that are 

ranked in the top 100 in the Shanghai 

ranking, 80% are in Alliances

=> Unprecedented scale and speed



Bojana Ćulum Ilić
University of Rijeka

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Department of Education

bojana.culum@uniri.hr

UNIVERSITY-
COMMUNITY 

ENGAGEMENT
@YUFE

Freetown // Oct 21, 2025

https://www.yufe.eu/


YUFE-New-Map-1.jpeg

10 universities

10 countries

150.000 students

25.000 faculty and
staff members

10 million citizens
in YUFE cities

1 European 
university - 1 legal 

entity 

https://www.yufe.eu/partner-universities/


YUFE Community & Civic Engagement

The overall aim…

Connecting 10 YUFE universities, 150.000 students and 
25.000 faculty and staff members

with the 10 million citizens living in the YUFE cities

Philosophy of ‘Giving and gaining’ + 
‘With the people and for the people’

Concrete objective…

To build strong university-citizens communities

Supporting and facilitating students, academic and 
professional staff and citizens 



SL Help Desks

Volunteering

YUFE Friends

YUFE @Home

YUFE International 
Cafes
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YUFE STARS
Going beyond the academic degree

https://www.yufe.eu/certification/




https://www.yufe.eu/civic-engagement/societal-impact-of-yufe/
https://www.yufe.eu/citizens/join-yufe-community-engagement-network/


https://www.yufe.eu/citizens/the-first-edition-of-the-yufe-community-conference-2024/
https://www.yufe.eu/yufe/yufe-community-conference-connecting-community-universities/




https://www.yufe.eu/civic-engagement/yufe-community-engagement-declaration-2025-2030/
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https://www.yufe.eu/resources/university-community-collaboration/
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https://www.yufe.eu/universities-with-purpose/


https://community-engagement.eu/


Community Engagement in European University 

Alliance EMERGE
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EMERGE Identity

EMERGE - Empowering the Margins of Europe through Regional and Global Engagement 

brings together nine universities, united by the conviction that by working together we can 

better serve our students, territories and communities.

Third Mission is our First Mission - the research we produce and the teaching we provide 

are designed to serve society, and in particular, communities and territories that feel 

marginalised within it. 
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9 universities

8 countries

126,000 students

10,800 staff members



COMMON 

VALUES IN CE

mapping, scaling, and action 

plan 

PARTNERSHIPS

CE platform in Emerge, network of 

community partners, intership and 

fellowships framework, and Open 

days

COMMUNITY 

ENGAGED LEARNING

Contact points for community 

members, prepare refugee 

communities for HE, formal (ECTS) 

recognition of student engagement

COMMUNITY 

ENGAGED 

RESEARCH

Training for mentors and 

citizens

CONNECTIONS

With education (European 

education pathway), research, 

mobilities, lifelong learning



THANK YOU VERY MUCH!

APPRECIATE YOUR INTEREST 

AND ATTENTION :)
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